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Branches 

S A I N T  J A M E S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
 D I L L O N ,  M O N T A N A  

GREETINGS FROM FATHER DONNEL 
O’FLYNN WITH BLESSINGS TO ALL 

 On Sunday October 24 Montana’s Bishop 
Marty Stebbins made her annual Visitation to St. 
James.  Church canons mandate these regular visits.  
Due to Covid it has taken her a while to actually get 
around to all the parishes in the diocese, but she told 
me that she is almost finished with the process of get-
ting to them, with only congregation remaining unvis-
ited at this point. 
 Typically when Bishops make Visitations 
there are persons to be Confirmed or Received from 
another denomination.  We did not have anyone this 
year in these categories, but there were a number of 
people who wanted to Reaffirm their baptismal vows 
and receive a special blessing from the Bishop.  
Twelve persons were presented for this blessing, 
which asks that the Holy Spirit “direct and uphold you 
in the service of Christ and his kingdom.”  It was very 
moving for me to see these persons come one by one 
for the Bishop’s laying on of her hands, and having 
this prayer repeated over them.  I believe we all felt 
the Spirit’s presence in this rite. 
 In her sermon, Bishop Marty applied the story 
of Jesus’ healing of the blind beggar Bartimaeus to us 
at St. James.  As his eyes were opened, and he began 
to see clearly, he chose to follow Jesus on the way.  
She encouraged us to follow Jesus on the Christian 
way, seeing clearly and remaining hopeful. 
 Another important moment was the blessing of 
a new icon of St. James, our patron saint.  Bishop 
Marty reminded us that those who create icons are in 
prayer as they do their work.  The artists therefore 
“write what is going on in their hearts,” using paint 
and colors to give us a window into heaven.  The new 
icon will reside in the sacristy.  However Bishop 
Stebbins reminded us that it could also be brought out 
into the church to serve as a focus for meditation. 
 Following the service, coffee, tea and cookies 
were served outside on the lawn.  Fortunately the 
weather was good enough that people could linger a 
little and chat with the Bishop and one another. 

 Following coffee on the lawn, Bishop Stebbins 
met with the vestry in the Guild Hall.  They conversed 
for more than two hours, with a focus on the future.  
As part of the process of receiving an abatement in 
our payments to the diocese—which St. James re-
quested a year ago– we are required to submit a report 
on our plans for coming years.  We must explain our 
vision for the next 18 months, and for the next five 
years.  Bishop Marty went over this material at length, 
and helped with encouragement and suggestions. 
 One theme that emerged was the importance 
of lay ministry.  According to notes from Tammie 
Rich-Worden, “She explained that the members of the 
church need to be equipped to do the work of outreach 
and evangelism and not leave it all to the pastor.  She 
was also trying to outline a strategy for caring for a 
pastor and helping him/her integrate into the commu-
nity after arriving.  She explained how traditionally 
the Episcopal Church has had a top-down structure, 
but that she would like to develop more of a bottom-
up structure while she is here.” 
 She also encouraged us to “Look at our vision, 
be in this community, how to live in it, be or do.  
Marty had some ideas on outreach, evangelism, stew-
ardship and spiritual development.  Some are: to have 
a college professor lecture about loneliness, ask about 
a room at college where we would plant a seed, work 
on pastoral care, get out the Cursillo card and start 
small meetings with it, resume Taize’ services.  She 
went over all we are doing now and praised us, and 
brainstormed ways to help in school, hospital and 
food.” (as reported by Ellen Daugherty.) 
 Last but not least, she affirmed that if all goes 
well St. James will be removed from “impaired” sta-
tus after the Annual Meeting in January.  At that 
point, St. James may being a search process for a new 
priest, working with Canon Mikayla Dunfee. 
 I would like to thank everyone who contribut-
ed to this very successful day with Bishop Marty at St. 
James.  It was an encouraging moment for the parish 
as we press on, like Bartimaeus and like St. James, to 
follow Jesus on the way. 
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Calendar of Regular Events 

 

Worship, Sundays, 10:00 am: 

 Holy Eucharist, November.7 & 21. 

 Holy Eucharist, December 5 &24. 

 Morning Prayer: all other Sundays. 

 

Adult Education Sundays 4:00 PM: 

 Adult Ed (Guild Hall)  See article 

 with full schedule. 

 

Bible Study (Guild Hall or by 

 ZOOM), every Wednesday at  9:30 

 am. 

 

Contemplative Prayer (Guild Hall), 

 2nd & 4th Wednesdays, 5:00 PM. 

 

Theology on Tap  is on hiatus until noti-

fied. 

EPISCOPAL RELIEF  
AND DEVELOPMENT 

Episcopal Relief & Development (ERD) pro-
grams alleviate hunger and improve food sup-
ply, create economic opportunities, strengthen 

communities, promote health, fight disease, 
respond to disasters and rebuild communities .  
ERD follows an integrated model, implement-
ed through a global network of partnerships. 

 

If you would like to donate to ERD, please 
check out the website at: 

https://www.episcopalrelief.org/  You can 
designate an offering through St. James by 

noting “ERD” in the memo line of your 
check. 

Kathryn Hatch 

 

THERE ARE DATE CHANGES TO REMEMBER: 

In November, Father O’Flynn’s travel plans to Dillon will change a 
little—he will be coming for two days at a time instead of one contin-
uous 10-day stretch.  He plans to be in Dillon on the First and Third 
Sundays of November.  In December, he will be with St. James on 

the First Sunday, 12/5 and then again on Christmas Eve, 12/24. 

There are  two important dates in November for which your attention 

is especially asked!: 

Sunday, November 7, we will celebrate All Saints Sunday. 

Sunday, November 21, following 10 am service there will be a short 
Special Meeting of the Parish to address one item of business, ie, 
adopting a new version of parish bylaws.  We need a quorum so 
please plan to come. If you have not had a chance to 
look at the proposed new version, please let Ellen 

know asap. 
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Bishop Marty, the tenth Bish-

op of Montana, delivering part 

of the Eucharist service last 

Sunday, October 24th. 

The icon is of our name-

sake, St. James the Great-

er.  Carol Meacham so 

generously donated this 

remarkable icon which 

will be placed in the Sac-

risty. 

During Bishop Martyõs visit 

to Dillon, twelve of our 

members reaffirmed their 

baptism.  In this photo, our 

Junior Warden is kneeling 

before the Bishop in this 

solemn ceremony. 

Photographs and commentary courtesy of Lee Graves, Senior Warden 



 

Looking for something to do on Sunday afternoons ???  Here are some sug-
gestions from Kay Roach 

 

ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES: 

Topic du Jour 1st and 3rd Sundays at 4:00 PM in the Guild Hall.  Come enjoy 
laid-back discussions on a variety of topics.  Everyone who has attended has 
enjoyed the topics and conversation. 

11/7/2021:  Join the group to learn about the tales of Lewis and Clark in 
Beaverhead County. Donõt miss it!  Session leader Steve Morehouse says itõs 
his favorite topic to discuss. 

11/21/2021:   Session  leader Janet OõFlynn will take us on an adventure to 
Haiti.  Learn more about the OT college she directs.  Janet will also talk about 
the people, the culture and share some Haitian songs. 

The will be a special series for Advent each Sunday afternoon at 4 PM  
(Topics may occur on different Sundays depending presenterõs schedules.   
(We will keep you updated via e-mail). 

11/28/2021 : Group discussion.  Participants will talk about their own fami-
ly traditions.  Come share the Christmas traditions of your family .. What are 
their origins?  

12/5/2021 :  Advent is a season of waiting. What are you waiting for?  Ex-
plore scriptures that tell about this time of waiting.  Leader: Father OõFlynn. 

12/12/2021 : Symbols of the Advent season.  Explore some of the symbols of 
Advent, their meaning and origins.  Leader: Kay Roach. 

12/19/2021 : Carol Sing. (OK to be tone deaf!) 

Ongoing Groups:  Feel free to join any of the groups at any time. 

 

Bible Study:  is led by Father OõFlynn every Wednesday morning at 9:30 in 
the Guild Hall.  Scripture from the lectionary for the upcoming Sunday is the 
basis for the study. No meeting Nov. 24...the day before Thanksgiving. 

Contemplative Prayer Group: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month at 5:00 
PM in the Guild Hall.  Step away from the busyness of life and center on God 
through prayer.  No meeting Nov. 24...the day before Thanksgiving. 



HELP 

I must begin with a big thank you to Alyce Wassall, my indispensable proofreader.  Her 

help  has made this ongoing project successful  My thanks and prayers go out to her. 

 

What is help?  I think the most common use of the word is a help mate, which could refer 
to a family member, partner, or someone in a business relationship. However, sometimes 

we are resistant to asking for help .  Let’s not be foolish; we all need help  once in a while.  
It could be in the form of someone to give you a ride, perhaps to the grocery store or to an 

appointment when your car is on the fritz or when you are laid up. 

 

What are the other types of folks who can offer help?  They could be therapists, friends or 

people you interact with at church or other organizations. 

 

Now, let’s think about how we react when we are asked to help someone.  What is your 
reply?  Do you say yes immediately?  Hesitate because you aren’t sure you can perform 

what is asked?  Let’s turn it around here.  If you ask for help  and someone says no:  
thank them even though you are disappointed.  They try to figure out why they said no.  

The reasons could be time, financial, bias, lack of knowledge or skill, or just indifference.  

Take heart, because there will always be folks who are  ready and willing to help  you. 

 

I started thinking about this topic a while ago when I realized that this issue of the Vine 

and Branches coincides with the mailing of St. James’ pledge brochures.  So, let’s talk 

about help  in the context of the church. 

 

The brochure asks about how you could help  by taking on one of the ministries that keep 
St. James alive.  Possibly becoming a server during the services in one or more of several 

ways that would be of interest to you.:  Worship Leader, Eucharistic Minister, Reader or 
Greeter.  Joining the Altar Guild might be more up your alley.  You are also offered the 

opportunity of becoming a member of our Vestry, helping  keep St. James a viable entity. 

 

Let’s talk about the financial pledge—another way to help  St. James.  Your pledges are vi-
tal for St. James to function. The dollar amount can be anything you can afford.  Remem-

ber the widow at the Temple who gave 2 coins.  They were as meaningful as the riches 
given by those in power.  Please send in your pledge card to help  the Vestry construct the 

budget for 2022. 

 

Hebrews 4:16  

Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with confidence, 
so that we may receive mercy and find the grace to help in 

time of need..  

Carol 


